Unsung Heroes — AOA Community Builder Volunteer Recognition

Garry and Cheryl Atchison are cherished community builders from the Edmonton
Overlanders Orienteering Club (EOOC), celebrated as true “Unsung Heroes” for their
steadfast, behind-the-scenes support of orienteering events spanning decades. As
dedicated volunteers, they’ve taken on countless essential roles — from coordinating
casino fundraisers and setting up event sites (their familiar grey camper is a sure early-
morning sign you’ve arrived at the right spot), to storing the club’s equipment and trailer at
their home for many years. Garry is often seen biking out with hundreds of litres of water for
the courses or collecting controls, while Cheryl’s friendly smile greets participants at the
refreshment table, the camp's kitchens, or at the start line, ensuring everything runs
smoothly. Together, they’ve also opened their home to out-of-town orienteering officials
and maintained a standing invitation to all orienteers for their beloved annual potluck
Christmas dinner. Their contributions to the EOOC are immeasurable — ensuring seamless
operations and helping to strengthen the roots of Alberta’s orienteering community. Their
quiet dedication truly embodies the spirit celebrated by the AOA’s new award.



