Remembering Gene and Marg Brenda Long-time builders of EOOC and Alberta
Orienteering

Gene and Marg Brenda have been pillars of the Edmonton Overlanders Orienteering Club
(EOOC) and the broader Alberta orienteering community for more than four decades. In
2017, the Alberta Orienteering Association recognized their outstanding service by haming
them Honorary Life Members alongside Geraint and Marilyn Edmunds.

Since the early 1980s, Gene and Marg devoted themselves to EOOC activities, taking on
key roles in both local and provincial competitions. Gene was especially known for his
course-setting skills. One of his notable contributions was course setting for the World
Masters Orienteering Championships held in Edmonton in 2005—an event that showcased
Alberta’s terrain and organizational strength on the international stage.

Marg played an equally vital role in growing the sport at the grassroots level. She welcomed
countless newcomers and introduced them to the joys of navigating Edmonton’s city parks
and the forest maps of rural Alberta. Her patient guidance helped many first-timers gain
confidence and discover a lifelong passion for orienteering.

Together, Gene and Marg embodied the quiet, consistent volunteer spirit that has
sustained EOOC and AOA for generations. Their decades of service—organizing, course
setting, mentoring, and simply showing up—helped build the strong, welcoming
community Alberta orienteers enjoy today.

We remember Gene and Marg Brenda with gratitude for the foundations they helped lay
and the many people they brought into the sport.



