Remembering George Murphy: A Founding Force in Alberta Orienteering

The Alberta orienteering community is saddened by the passing of George Murphy on May
15, 2026, in Edmonton at the age of 85. A long-time member of the Edmonton Overlanders
Orienteering Club (EOOC), George was a true builder of the sport in our province.

In the mid-to-late 1970s, George helped found both EOOC and the Alberta Orienteering
Association (AOA). After discovering orienteering at a clinic taught by Sass Peepre, he
channelled that enthusiasm into creating lasting structures for the sport in Alberta. His
professional work with the City of Edmonton Parks and Recreation left an equally practical
legacy: the extensive trail system he helped develop through the city’s river valley and
ravines has hosted EOOC'’s regular local events for decades.

George’s contributions extended beyond Alberta. He coached Canada’s ski-orienteering
team at the 1994 World Ski Orienteering Championships, travelling with the squad to
Bulgaria and then Italy. In 2016 he was inducted into the Edmonton Hall of Fame in the
Sports category as a builder for his work in orienteering.

One of his most far-reaching initiatives was the Western Canadian Blue Lake Orienteering
Training Camps, which he organized with Juri Peepre. Beginning around 1978 and running
annually for more than twenty years at Blue Lake Centre in William Switzer Provincial Park,
these camps brought together athletes and coaches from British Columbia, Alberta,
Manitoba, and Yukon. The shared experiences forged lasting friendships and significantly
strengthened orienteering across Western Canada. For many participants, including future
national-team members, the camps were a pivotal step toward higher-level competition.

A Celebration of Life for George was held in Edmonton on July 13, 2026. His vision, energy,
and quiet persistence helped lay the foundations of organized orienteering in Alberta. The
trails we still use, the clubs he helped start, and the connections he nurtured remain part of
his enduring gift to the sport.



